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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Skelmersdale 
Urban  District  during  1948. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  remains  good  and  the  number  ot 
notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  continues  to  be  very  low. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  population  of  the  district  has  now 
passed  6,000.  Although  there  has  been  a  fall  in  the  birth  rate  of  15.1 
per  1,000  the  death  rate  was  10.3,  an  improvement  of  2.6  on  the  rate 

for  1947. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  is  a  reduction  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate,  which  has  fallen  to  43  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  69  in 
1947,  and  compared  with  a  figure  of  34  for  England  and  Wales.  A 
further  reduction  can  still  be  made,  but  the  improvement  is  a  satisfactory 
indication  of  the  improved  health  of  the  district  now  that  more  houses 

are  available. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  then  continued  interest  in  the 
Health  of  the  district  and  also  to  all  members  of  the  stall'  for  their  help 

and  co-operation. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  GORDON  HAILWOOD. 


September,  1949. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

J.  GORDON  HAILWOOD,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
(Part-time). 

(Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Lancashire  County  Council). 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

NOEL  BENSON,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.LA.,  A.M.l.S.E. 

Area  of  the  District — 1,942  acres. 

Resident  Population  (Registrar  GeneraEs  estimate  at  mid- 1948)— 6,095. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books,  at  end  of  1948 
1,799. 

Rateable  Value — <£21,475. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £81  2s.  7d. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948. 


Eive  Births — Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

(Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population — -15.0) 

Stillbirths 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — -10.0) 

Deaths  ...  ... 

(Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population- — 10.3) 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
44  45  89 

1  2  3 


1  —  1 


40  23  63 


Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  pier  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  44 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  births  recorded  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year 
was  92,  equal  to  a  rate  of  15.1  per  1,000  population  and  representing  a 
decrease  of  11.7  on  the  rate  for  1947. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year 
number  63;  of  this  number  40  were  male  and  23  female.  This  was  a 
reduction  of  14  on  the  figure  for  1947.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was 
10.3,  compared  with  12.9  in  1947,  a  reduction  of  2.6. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  due  to  Zymotic  and  Epidemic 
diseases. 

There  were  4  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  giving  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  43  per  1,000  live  births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  SKELMERSDALE  URBAN 

DISTRICT,  1948. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Typhoid  Fever 
Cerebro-spmal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  the  rspiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases 
Influenza  ... 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio'Encephalitis 
Cancer 
Diabetes  ... 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 
Diarrhcea  under  2  years  ... 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

Nephritis  ... 

Puerperal  and  post" abortive  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth  ... 

Congenital  causes 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes  ... 

Total 


Male.  Female. 
1 


7 

3 

13 

4 

1 


2 

1 

2 

4 

40 


4 

8 

1 

i 

1 

1 


23 


4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F. 

4  __ 


4 


1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  of  a  simple  nature,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  are  sent 
for  examination  at  the  E.M.S.  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the  Ormskirk 
County  Hospital.  All  other  specimens  are  sent  to  the  City  Laboratories, 
Liverpool. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  ambulance  is  maintained  in  the  township  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  otherwise.  Nevertheless,  the  ambulance  facilities  are  completely 
adequate. 


The  Ormskirk  General  Hospital  and  the  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary  take 
cases  rrom  Skelmersdale,  and  both  provide  ambulances.  The  Lancashire 
Public  Assistance  Committee  also  have  an  ambulance  attached  to  their 
Hospital  at  Ormskirk. 


Tne  West  Lancashire  Rural  District  Council  remove  infectious  cases 
in  their  ambulance  by  contract  with  the  Skelmersdale  Council. 

The  Ambulance  Services  were  taken  over  by  the  County  Council 
from  5th  July,  1948. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Skelmersdale  Distnet  Nursing  Association  is  affiliated  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association.  Its  district  includes  Burscough  Bridge, 
Lathom,  Westhead.  Hoscar  and  Newburgh,  all  or  which  townships  are  in 
the  Urban  District  of  Ormskirk. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  done  in  Skelmersdale 
by  the  Nursing  Association  during  the  year  1st  January,  1948,  to  5th 

July,  1948  :  — 


Cases 

Nurse 

D. 

Visits. 

Total. 

Mid' 
wi  fery 

Mater' 

nity 

Surg' 

ical 

Med' 

ical 

T.B. 

Nurs' 

ing 

Ante' 

Natal 

T.B. 

Cases 

Visits 

— 

— - 

109 

183 

3341 

— 

292 

3341 

The  Home  Nursing  Services  were  taken  over  by  the  County  Council 
on  5th  July,  1948. 
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Ginks  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Congregational  Schoolroom  in  Whitham  Road  is  utilised  every 
Wednesday  morning  as  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic,  under  the  direction  of  the  appropriate  Department  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

An  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  each  month 
at  3 CO  p.m.  on  the  same  premises  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  town. 

The  Ormskirk  Public  Assistance  Hospital  and  the  voluntary  hospitals 
at  Ormskirk  and  Wigan  provide  ample  accommodation  for  medical  and 
surgical  cases,  and  there  is  a  maternity  ward  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Hospital. 

Infectious  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Ormskirk  Isolation  Hospital 
under  agreement  with  the  Ormskirk  Urban  District  Council,  since  the 
closure  of  the  West  Lancashire  Rural  District’s  Isolation  Plospital  at  Holly 
Houses,  Aughton.  Smallpox  cases  go  to  Liverpool,  also  by  agreement. 


Summary  of  Admissions  to  the  Ormskirk  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
and  Work  in  connection  with  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1948, 


Admissions  . 

Journeys  with  ambulance  for  patient 
Journeys  with  ambulance  for  bedding 
Houses  attended  for  disinfection 
No.  of  times  disinfector  was  used  ... 

Rooms  sprayed  . 

Articles  stoved  . 


9 

5 

6 

10 

64 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  in  the  district  continues  to  be,  on  the  whole, 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  excepting  the  East  Boundary,  where 
the  pressure  is  low  owing  to  the  higher  elevation.  1,796  houses  are 
connected  to  the  main. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Southport 
and  District  Water  Board  from  an  artesian  well  situated  at  Scarth  Hill  in 
the  Parish  of  Lathom. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

The  district  is  sewered  on  the  partly  separate  system.  The  sewage 
from  approximately  1,379  houses  in  the  principal  housing  area  is  discharged 
by  gravity  through  a  24-inch  outfall  sewer  at  the  Council’s  Berry  Street 
Disposal  Works,  and  that  from  255  houses  by  a  1 5-inch  outfall  sewer  at 
their  Penny  Lane  Works. 

The  sewage  at  both  works  is  treated  by  settlement  and  land  irrigation 
and  periodical  cleansing  and  repairs  are  carried  out. 

The  joint  Sewerage  Scheme  lor  Skelmersdale  and  Upholland  prepared 
by  Messrs.  Ward  and  Ashcrolt  was  submitted  to  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  This  scheme,  which  is  now  estimated  to  cost  £103,127,  provides 
for  relaying  a  considerable  portion  of  existing  main  sewers  and  the 
construction  of  new  disposal  works. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Privy  middens — 97.  Number  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 
Number  of  pail  closets — 29. 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens) — Nil. 

Number  of  movable  ashbins — 1,653. 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system — 1,634. 

Number  or  fresh  water  closets — 1,634. 


136. 
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HOUSING. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1948. 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year:  — 

(a)  T  otal  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  48 

(li)  By  other  Local  Authorities  . 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons .  4 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . 

(h)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  973 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  2062 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  .  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  .  375 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Lormal  Notice  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  371 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  tfie  Year . 

4.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders . 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  STATISTICS. 


Cases... 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number,  monthly  distribution  and  nature  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  under 

the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1948  : — 
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Particulars  of  work  done  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  Immunisation  against  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 

since  the  commencement  in  May,  1935,  to  December  31st,  1948. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Total  number  of  children  who  have  completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunisation  up  to  and  including  31st  December,  1948:  — 


Age 
0 — 4  years 

Groups 

5 — 14  years 

Total  under 

1 5  years 

Total  Population  in  Age  Group 

520 

857 

1377 

Total  Number  Immunised 

257 

821 

1078 

Percentage  . 

49.4%. 

95.8% 

78.2% 

Table  showing  Incidence  and  Mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever,  1939-1948. 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Cases .  1- —  4  4  5  10  8  5  6  5 

Deaths  . . .  ■ —  —  —  —  —  - —  — -  - —  —  — 


Table  showing  Incidence  and  Mortality  from  Diphtheria,  1939-1918. 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Cases .  2  —  1  4  1  1  1  —  —  — 

Deaths  ...  —  —  —  1  —  —  1  — 


lnfluenz<  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Influenza  during  the  year.  Two  deaths 
were  recorded  due  to  Pneumonia. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

A^e  Periods 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Non' 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non' 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Years 

0—1  . 

r  _ _ . 

-  - 

-  - 

—  — . 

1—5  . 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  - — - 

5—10  . 

- 

_  _ _ 

- —  — 

—  — 

—  — 

10—15  . 

—  — . 

—  — 

—  — 

- — -  - — - 

15—20  . 

—  — 

—  — 

— .  — 

_ —  — 

20—25  . 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25 — 35  . 

—  2 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

35—45  . 

—  — . 

1  — 

—  — 

- — -  — 

45 — 55  . 

—  — 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — 

55 — 65  . 

1  — 

- —  — 

— .  — 

—  — 

65  upwards 

— —  — 

— .  — 

—  — 

i 

Totals 

1  2 

2  — 

1  — 

- —  — 

3 

2 

1 

Notifications  on  Form  1  b> 

f  Medical  Officers  of  Hospitals. 

Public  Assistance  and 
General  and 
Military  Hospitals 


Sanatoria  and 
Pulmonary  Hospitals 


Pulmonary — 
Males 
Females 

Non-Pulmonary- 

Males 

Females 


Dispensary  and  sanatorium  treatment  for  Tuberculosis  is  administered 
by  the  appropriate  department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  MADE  BY  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  MR.  BENSON. 

There  has  been  an  appreciable  amount  of  steady  progress  in  Housing 
and  Environmental  Hygiene  during  the  year. 

Housing  repairs  continue  to  be  a  problem,  chiefly  owing  to  the  inflated 
cost,  fixed  and  uneconomic  rents,  and  the  uncertainty  that  at  some  future 
date  the  property  may  be  the  subject  of  demolition  order  or  included  in  a 
clearance  area. 

The  average  rent  in  this  district  of  the  older  type  of  two-bedroomed 
house  is  7s.  per  week,  including  rates.  In  some  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  order  to  enforce  essential  repairs,  but  this 
is  not  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  difficulty. 

Although  the  general  standard  of  personal  and  domestic  hygiene  is 
improving,  there  are  still  many  homes  showing  the  careless  and  untidy 
habits  of  the  occupants,  some  of  whom  appear  to  have  a  particular  dislike 
for  ventilation. 

The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  inevitably  bring  him  into  contact 
with  the  people  of  the  district  in  their  homes  and  workplaces,  and  so 
provide  unique  opportunities  for  health  education,  which  helps  in  the 
promotion  of  the  maximum  level  of  health. 

The  general  scheme  put  forward  for  the  conversion  of  a  large  number 
of  privy  middens  to  water  closets  utilising  the  existing  sewerage  arrange¬ 
ments  has  not  yet  materialised.  A  few  isolated  conversions  have  been 
carried  out  on  the  instigation  of  the  owners,  but,  apart  from  these,  little 
progress  has  been  made.  Improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at 
the  Methodist  and  Endowed  Schools  are  urgently  required,  where  the 
obsolete  and  insanitary  trough  closets  are  still  in  use.  The  exact  position 
regarding  overcrowding  is  still  obscure,  but  during  the  year  18  cases  of 
overcrowding  were  rehoused,  involving  80  persons. 

Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council's  staff  of 
five  men  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Collection  is 
performed  by  a  “  Karrier  Bantam  11  of  7  cubic  yards  capacity,  which  has 
now  been  in  operation  for  eight  years.  Delivery  of  the  new  Ford  Thames 
Refuse  Loader  was  taken  in  October,  and  this  will  be  in  operation  in  the 
new  year.  Dustbins  and  paibclosets  are  emptied  weekly,  the  smaller 
privies  are  cleared  monthly  and  those  of  larger  capacity  about  every  six 
weeks.  In  view  of  the  increased  amount  of  trade  refuse  being  deposited 
for  collection  a  charge  of  6d.  is  now  made  for  each  additional  bin  in  excess 
of  two  per  week.  A  trailer  is  used  for  the  collection  of  salvage,  which  is 
separated  during  normal  refuse  collection.  The  men  also  use  this  means 
of  conveyance  to  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district.  During  the  year, 
approximately  30  tons  of  waste  paper  was  collected  and  sold  to  the  waste 
paper  merchants;  this  shows  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year’s  salvage 
collection.  A  bonus  scheme  was  introduced  during  special  “  Waste  paper 
drives,”  which  proved  very  effective. 


Legal  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  94. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  five 
owners  in  respect  of  15  houses  for  non-compliance  with  Abatement 
Notices,  after  ample  time  had  been  given.  The  Court  made  an  “  order  11 
against  one  owner  to  carry  out  certain  works  within  28  days  and  granted 
£3  3s,  Od.  costs. 

Proceedings  respecting  the  nuisances  at  the  remaining  premises  were 
adjourned  to  give  owners  further  time  to  abate  the  nuisances.  Repairs 
were  shortly  afterwards  carried  out;  the  cases  were  then  withdrawn  on 
payment  of  £ 9  9s.  Od.  costs. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Milk. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  produced  outside 
the  district,  and  is  now  pasteurised,  but  there  are  still  8  dairy  farms  in  the 
district,  keeping  about  150  cows. 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  are  inspected  and  samples  are  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  frequent  intervals.  Out  of  16  samples  taken 
and  tested  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  one  sample  was  found  to  be 
“  positive.”  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  immediately 
notified  and  examination  of  the  herd  carried  out  by  the  Veterinary  Officer. 
The  infected  animal  was  traced,  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered. 
Examination  of  16  samples  carried  out  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and 
for  the  presence  of  B.Coli  showed  8  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936-46. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  grant  a  licence  to  one  producer  for 
Accredited  Milk.  Two  licences  are  granted  by  this  Council  for  the  sale 
of  tuberculin-tested  and  pasteurised  milk. 

Ice  Cream. 

Since  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  came  into 
operation  no  ice  cream  has  been  manufactured  in  this  district.  There  are 
two  retailers  registered,  however,  and  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  One  sample  proved  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

Slaughtering. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district,  most  of  the 
meat  coming  from  the  Wigan  and  Liverpool  Abattoirs. 

In  order  to  assist  pig-keepers,  and  to  comply  with  the  new  Ministry 
of  Food  Regulations  suitable  premises  were  registered  as  a  Temporary 
Slaughtering  Point  for  pigs  only.  A  small  number  of  pigs  have  been 
slaughtered  at  these  premises  during  the  year. 
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Unsound  Food. 


During  the  1948  year,  the  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected, 
found  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  voluntarily  surrendered.  When' 
ever  possible,  condemned  food  instead  of  being  destroyed  was  used  for 
animal  feeding  or  inedible  purposes 


Flam  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Qi 

y  2 

lbs. 

Butter  . 

56 

lbs. 

Flour  . . 

15 

lbs. 

Tinned  Jam  . 

20 

lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

...  153 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit  . 

...  132 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  . 

28 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  . 

15 

lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  . 

29 

lbs. 

Bakehouses. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
generally  well  maintained.  It  was  necessary  in  a  few  cases  to  draw 
attention  to  the  unhygienic  practice  of  cooling  trays  of  cakes  and  pies  on 
the  bakehouse  floor,  where  they  are  so  easily  contaminated.  The  attention 
of  workers  was  also  drawn  to  the  necessity  for  absolute  cleanliness  of  both 
hands  and  clothing  in  food  production.  Limewashing  and  cleansing  of 
walls  and  ceilings  was  carried  out  without  notification.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  seven  bakehouses  on  the  register. 


Adulteration  of  Food. 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drug  Authority 
and  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  certain  sections  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1936,  dealing  with  the  adulteration  of  food.  A  total  of  17 
samples  were  obtained  as  follows  :  — 


Milk  . 

Semolina  . 

Table  salt  . 

Parrishs  Chemical  Food 
Semolina  flavoured  ... 
Powdered  pudding  mixture 

Sugar  . 

Butter  . 


5 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyist  to  be 
genuine. 


Rodent  Control. 

No  serious  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  was  found  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  The  Rodent  Operator  who  is  employed  part-time  on  rodent 
control  work  carried  out  routine  search  and  dealt  effectively  with  the  small 
number  of  complaints  received.  Maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s 
sewers  for  rat  destruction  was  carried  out,  but  only  a  small  number  of 
“  takes  ”  were  recorded.  The  poisons  generally  used  were  arsenic  and  zinc 
phosphide  with  baits  of  bread  mash  and  sausage  rusk. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


under 


Complaints  received  and  investigated 
Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected 

Number  of  re-visits  to  premises  . 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workplaces . 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  and  Food  Premises,  etc. 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . 

Visits  to  Schools  . 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises  . 

Visits  to  Public  Conveniences . 

Visits  to  Verminous 


the 


Premises 


Public  Health  Act 


Visits  of  Inquiry  re  Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 
Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Contractors 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits . 

Visits  re  Milk-Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Methylene  Blue  Test 
Visits  re  Ice  Cream  Sampling 


340 

973 

1089 

16 

16 

32 

22 

23 

4 

4 
7 

35 

32 

16 

5 


Number  of  Preliminary  notices  served  . 

Number  of  Preliminary  notices  complied  with  ... 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  . . 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  premises  for  which  Legal  Proceedings  taken 


375 

333 

50 

38 
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Details  of  Sanitary  Improvements  and  Nuisances  Abated. 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Gutters  and  downspouts  renewed  or  repaired  . 

External  walls  repointed . 

Walls  and  ceilings  replastered  and  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired 

Doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Sash  cords  renewed  . .  . 

Firebacks  and  ranges  repaired  or  renewed . 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  . 

New  sinks  provided  . .  . 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired . 

Dangerous  walls  demolished  and  rebuilt  . 

Repairs  to  water  supply . 

Washing  boilers  renewed  or  repaired  . 


91 

91 

38 

74 

22 

45 

42 

30 

18 

15 

19 

13 

27 

21 


Drainage. 

Drains  cleared  of  obstruction,  repaired  or  improved  .  43 


Water  Closets. 

W.C.  compartments  repaired . 

New  pedestal  basins  fitted  . 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ... 
Privy  middens  converted  to  water  closets  . 

Dustbins. 

New  dustbins  provided . 

Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 


26 

26 

88 

3 


31 

69 
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